ALIVE AND KICKING KENYA

NEWSLETTER APRIL 2008 
Welcome to the first edition of our Newsletter in 2008. Kenya imploded at the beginning of the year – the violence triggered by a disputed general election. Over 1,000 lives were lost as a result of the chaos, and we now have more than 300,000 internally displaced people (IDPs) living in camps, unwilling to return to their homes for fear of ethnic reprisal. Businesses too have suffered, especially in the tourism sector, leading to significant job losses. As a result of it all, the demand for our balls has fallen drastically, leaving us no option but to lay off some our own staff. The only good news, is that we’ve turned the corner; a government of national unity is now in place, and the rebuilding has already started. As the country gets to grips with repairing the wounds, we believe sport has a leading role to play in the reconciliation effort. Our modest donation of 200 soccer balls to the Kenya Red Cross and 70 to the Trans-Nzioa Youth Sports Association (TYSA) for use in the IDP camps, has been greatly appreciated, but we need to do more. With your support, we think we can.  -  Martin Barnard, Director. .[image: image6.jpg]Cabbrating
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FA LESOTHO
Alive & Kicking was asked by the English FA to make 50 HIV/AIDS Awareness footballs for Fabio Capello’s recently completed trip to Lesotho. The new manager of England’s football team was visiting the Southern African country in support of an HIV awareness initiative being implemented by the UK Charity Kick 4 Life. 

FRANCIS IN SA
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Francis oversees a stitcher at the official launch of A&K SA.
Our very own Francis Kyalo, who was instrumental in setting up the Zambian stitching center, traveled down to Cape Town at the end of March to train the 30 
stitchers engaged to start Alive & Kicking South Africa. Francis is enjoying his role and is being hosted by the very generous Rukiya Cornelius, the new Managing Director Alive & Kicking South Africa. 
CHANGEMAKERS 
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Changemakers is an Ashoka initiative creating awareness and providing resources so that everyone can effect change. Last September, Nike in partnership with Ashoka launched a competition to create awareness of innovative sports based solutions to social challenges. Of 383 applicants, from 69 different countries, Alive & Kicking was selected by an imminent panel of judges including the President of Barcelona FC and the Head of UNICEF as one of the finalists.  Not only is this a fantastic endorsement of our achievements, we now get an opportunity to profile Alive & Kicking at a prestigious change summit in Arlington, USA later this year. 

New Supporters
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HEALTH POSTERS
Following the Ministry of Education’s request to have a set of our sports based HIV/AIDS awareness posters  distributed in all secondary schools in Kenya (4,000 schools), we managed to get financial support for the printing from Safaricom and the Kenya Red Cross. We are very grateful for their commitment and would also like to thank Red Sky, Colour Print and G4S Security for assisting with the design, printing and distribution respectively.  

FACEBOOK
Facebook is an online social networking phenomenon that allows you to keep in touch with your friends, make new ones and generally keep them informed on how you are progressing your life. We saw this as an opportunity to create awareness of who we are and what we do and thus set up a Supporters Club using its Groups facility. To date we have over 560 members who get regular updates on what we are doing. We’re currently exploring opportunities on how the Club can help, and one way of course is that members buy our balls. So to commemorate the 500th supporter – we’ve designed and are selling special balls. 
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News Flash

· Martin has been invited by Nike to present at a Sports for Social Change Network Forum in Beijing in April.

· We received a delegation from Sporting Chance Int. who bought 75 balls for their projects in Kenya.

· Len Little from Peacemakers visited & bought 60 balls for projects in Ruyenjes. 
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